
Parent Information Bulletin 

  10th July 2026   
The PIB is our weekly bulletin to keep our families informed of what is happening at our academy. Here are some 

key things to share for the week… 

• A very special visit from Nomatron 3000: We were delighted to welcome a very special visitor 

to our school today – Nomatron 3000, the food waste collection truck named by our very own Freddie 

from Year 5 after winning a city-wide competition! 

 

Our wonderful Lord Mayor of Southampton joined us for this exciting occasion to congratulate Freddie 

on his fantastic achievement. She was very complimentary of our wonderfully welcoming school. In front 

of his proud family, fellow pupils and staff, Freddie was presented with a certificate and prize to celebrate 

his winning entry.  

 

 



We were also thrilled to meet Nomatron 3000's driver, who was incredibly friendly, making the visit even 

more memorable. The pupils loved seeing the truck up close and learning more about its important role 

in collecting food waste around Southampton. 

It was a wonderful event and a real moment of pride for our school. We are delighted that one of our 

pupils was chosen to name a vehicle that will be seen across the city, helping to raise awareness of food 

waste recycling. 

A huge congratulations to Freddie on this fantastic achievement. Keep an eye out for Nomatron 3000 

as it makes its way around Southampton on its food waste collection rounds!               

We certainly won't forget this special day! 

• Weather: At last night's Directors' meeting, they asked us to pass on their sincere thanks to all families 

for their support during the recent hot weather. 

With temperatures potentially rising further next week, Directors have requested that, if needed, and 

where possible, we continue with the same flexible arrangements that worked so well previously. This 

may include offering families some flexibility around attendance or early collection to help keep children 

comfortable and safe during particularly hot periods. 

Please keep a close eye on emails and communications from the school, as we will provide updates if 

any additional measures are needed to ensure the wellbeing and safety of all pupils and staff. 

Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support and understanding. Together, we can help ensure 

everyone remains safe and comfortable during the warm weather.        

• Southampton’s Cultural Services Summer Workshops: If you're looking for ways to keep the 

children entertained over the Summer Holidays, Southampton City Council has organised a fantastic range 

of activities for children and families to enjoy. 



The programme includes a variety of history and art workshops, family walking tours, hands-on activities, 

and all-day wraparound sessions. Designed to be engaging, accessible and educational, these activities 

provide wonderful opportunities for family learning and fun throughout the summer break. 

There is also the much-loved return of Tudor House and Garden's Summer Fête, promising a great day out 

for families. 

Further information, including booking details, can be found in the flyer at the end of the PIB. Many 

activities also have a number of Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) places available for eligible families. HAF 

parents can book through the following link HAF registration and booking. 

• Water Safety Reminder: With the warm weather continuing, many families may be spending more 

time near water. We would like to remind everyone of the importance of talking to children about water 

safety. 

 

While rivers, lakes, ponds and the sea can look inviting on a hot day, they can be extremely dangerous, even 

for strong and confident swimmers. Water temperatures can remain very cold, which can cause cold water 

shock, affecting breathing and movement. Hidden currents, deep water, slippery banks and underwater 

hazards can also pose significant risks. 

 

Please take some time to remind your child: 

Never enter water without an adult's knowledge and supervision. 

Avoid swimming in rivers, lakes, ponds, reservoirs and other open water areas unless it is a designated safe 

location. 

Stay away from steep, slippery or unstable riverbanks and edges. 

Look out for friends and never encourage risky behaviour near water. 

If someone gets into difficulty in the water, children should be reminded not to enter the water themselves.  

 

Instead: 

Call 999 immediately and ask for the appropriate emergency service. 

Encourage the person to float on their back if they can. 

Throw something that floats to them if available and safe to do so. 

 

We hope everyone enjoys the sunshine safely and thank families for helping us reinforce these important 

messages at home. Please see the flyer below for free water safety sessions at Shirley Pool! 

 

• Great British Summer Savings: Families may be interested in the Government's Great British 

Summer Savings scheme, running from 25th June to 1st September 2026. The scheme aims to help families 

make the most of the summer holidays by reducing the cost of a range of activities and days out. [gov.uk], 

[summersavings.gov.uk] 

 

o Participating attractions and businesses are offering savings through a temporary reduction in VAT, 

which may mean lower prices for: 

o Soft play centres, theme parks, zoos and adventure attractions 

o Cinema, theatre and exhibition tickets 

o Children's meals in restaurants 

o Family days out and leisure activities across the UK 

 

There is also some good news for families travelling this summer. Throughout August 2026, children aged 5–

15 can travel free on local bus services in England, helping families get out and about for less.  

 

To find participating venues and offers near you, visit: www.summersavings.gov.uk   

 

We hope families are able to take advantage of these savings and enjoy a fun-filled summer together! 

https://www.southampton.gov.uk/schools-learning/support-inclusion-education/haf/register-and-book/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/great-british-summer-savings-2026-family-activities-vat-relief-fact-sheet
https://summersavings.gov.uk/
http://www.summersavings.gov.uk/


• John Hansard Gallery Art Summer School: Are inviting children aged 7 to 11 to their Summer 

School, taking place 18th-21st August at John Hansard Gallery. This is a free opportunity for children who 

are either looked after or supported by pupil premium aged 7-11. It is based on one of their 

current exhibitions, the Community Takeover, which has been co-created by members of the local 

community based around the overall theme of ‘Care and Kindness’. They will be welcoming four artists 

whose work is displayed in the exhibition to work with the children on a variety of creative and artistic 

activities. They encourage pupils to attend all four sessions and those who do will receive their Discover Arts 

Award at the end of the week! Sessions run 10am-3pm and they will need to bring their own packed 

lunch. Please see the poster further down for more details.  

 

Please email Florence on florence@jhg.art to sign up or for more information.  

 

Warmest wishes from the Freemantle Team 

If you have any comments/feedback about our PIB, please email info@freemantleschool.co.uk or call 02380 

227925 

 

Upcoming dates 

• Monday 13th July 2026 2pm – Leavers Service in Church for Year 6 parents and children 

• Wednesday 15th July 2026 – Annual Reports out 

• Monday 20th July 2026 9.30am – Nursery Graduation 

• Monday 20th July 2026 2pm – Headteachers Awards 

• Tuesday 21st July 2026 9.30am – Year 6 Leavers Assembly 

• Tuesday 21st July 2026 – Year 6 Leavers Disco 

• Wednesday 22nd July 2026 – Last day of term  

• Thursday 23rd July 2026 – Academy closed for the summer break 

 

 

https://jhg.art/events/community-takeover-2026/
mailto:florence@jhg.art
mailto:info@freemantleschool.co.uk


 

 



 



 

 

 


