
Parent Information Bulletin 

  6th March 2026   
The PIB is our weekly bulletin to keep our families informed of what is happening at our academy. Here are some 

key things to share for the week… 

• Academy Instagram Page: We are excited to share that our academy now has an official Instagram 

account! This will be a lovely way for you to see snapshots of life at school—celebrations, classroom 

moments, special events and all the wonderful learning happening across the Academy. Scan the code 

below to follow the page.  

 

• Mr Gumpy’s Motor Car: Year R had a very special visitor this week… Mr Gumpy! 🚗✨ He zoomed 

in driving his motor car to help us celebrate the start of our new topic, Ticket to Ride — and what an 

entrance he made! His incredible car is 90 years old, has no windows and no boot… which made for 

a very windy trip to school!  

 

The children loved seeing such a wonderful piece of history up close. What an exciting way to begin our new 

adventure! This was inspired by their book of the week, Mr Gumpy’s Motor Car, which you can read here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9QfEnnWyBac Look at these examples of wonderful writing the 

children created in response to this… 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9QfEnnWyBac


 

 

• Story and Rhyme Time for Nursery and Reception: Thank you so much to all the parents and 

carers who joined us after school for our ‘Story and Rhyme Time Club’ this week. It was wonderful to see so 

many of you taking part—the children absolutely loved having you there, and your enthusiasm made the 

session feel really special. 

 

Our next Story and Rhyme Time Club for EYFS children and parents will be next Tuesday, and we’d love to 

see you there again for more songs, stories and cosy time together.                     

 

• Missing Big Cat Books: Parents and Carers, we are still missing many Big Cat 

phonics books which is negatively impacting pupils reading opportunities. Some of 

these books are brand new to the academy this year.  

 

If you have any phonics books at home (that your child is not currently reading), 

please return then to school so other children can enjoy them too. If a book has been 

accidentally damaged, please let us know so we can find a way to replace or repair it. 

Thank you.  

 

• Competition winners: Thank you to all the children who entered our competition to guess which 

books staff liked to read when they were children. Did you guess correctly? The answers are at the end of 

the PIB. A special well done to our two winners Manak (year 6) and Ivy (year 5) who will receive the 

wonderful book themed prizes pictured below! 

 

• Eco Competition time: The Eco Warriors are hard at work sharing the important message that plastic 

and litter can be harmful to marine life. They will be leading some assemblies and reading stories to children 



in early years. They are asking pupils to design a poster to show how litter and plastic can be harmful to 

marine life. See the end of PIB for competition details 

 

• Southampton City Art Gallery Free Family Day: To celebrate Southampton City Art Gallery’s 

reopening after refurbishment, they are pleased to announce a FREE Family Activity – see link for more 

details: Let’s Celebrate: Free Family Activity Day for the Gallery Reopening - Ticketing. 
 

Running from 11am to 4pm, there will be lots of fun activities for families to take part in, including having 

your face painted as an Impressionist painting, enjoy making cool things inspired by the artwork on display, 

visit the children’s Play Gallery and even enjoy some storytelling in The Perseus Series! All for FREE!  

 

• World Book Day 2026: Thank you to all of the families who donated money for World Book Day. We 

loved seeing all of your amazing costumes! 

 

Warmest wishes from the Freemantle Team 

If you have any comments/feedback about our PIB, please email info@freemantleschool.co.uk or call 02380 

227925 

 

Upcoming dates 

• Saturday 14th March 2026 – SOTSEF at Southampton University 

• Wednesday 18th March 2026 – Parents Evening  

• Thursday 19th March 2026 – Parents Evening  

• Friday 27th March 2026 – Last day of spring term 

• Monday 30th March – Sunday 12th April 2026 – Easter Holidays – Academy Closed 

• Monday 13th April 2026 – First day of summer term 

 

https://southamptonmuseumsandgallery.co.uk/events/lets-celebrate-free-family-activity-day-for-the-gallery-re-opening/?source=scag
mailto:info@freemantleschool.co.uk


 

 

 



 
 



 
 



 

 


