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1. Mission Statement 
· Modern design and technology should be logical, creative, and practical – inspiring young problem-solvers. “James Dyson
At Freemantle CE Community Academy, we have designed our Design and Technology (DT) curriculum with the intent that children will gain a practical understanding of the world around them, and become resilient, independent, creative thinkers and problem solvers. The subject encourages children to work both individually and collaboratively to understand the different factors that contribute to complex design decisions. Following the national curriculum and early years framework, fundamental DT skills will be systematically developed, where core component knowledge will be sequentially built upon, as per the DT knowledge and skill progression document. It is a practical        subject which allows children to make sense of appliances and processes in their environment, primarily through first-hand experience and exploration. The use of knowledge organisers encourage children to reflect on and evaluate present and past design and technology, its uses and its impacts.

2. Aims 
We will deliver a knowledge rich curriculum that:
· systematically develops the skills of designing making, evaluating, using technological - knowledge, cooking and nutrition as stated in the DT knowledge and skill progression document- arching across the whole primary age range.
· facilitates creative learning that provides opportunities for the development of higher order thinking skills.

· promotes analytical thinking, in identifying the features, problems and solutions in products.

· ensures that children progressively and safely master the use and application of a range of tools and equipment through the years, such as construction kits, needles and thread and mechanical components.  

· explores values and attitudes to the man-made world and how we live, work and interact within it.
· gives opportunities for children to investigate, create, disassemble and evaluate a range of products

· to develop an understanding of technological processes, products, their manufacture and contribution to society

· to foster enjoyment, satisfaction and purpose in designing and making.

3. Approach to teaching and learning
The academy uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in DT lessons. The principle aim is to develop children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in DT. Teachers ensure that children apply their knowledge and understanding when developing ideas, planning and making products and then evaluating them. At Freemantle, we will do this through a mixture of whole-class teaching and individual/group activities. Within lessons, the children will have the opportunity both to work on their own and to collaborate with others, listening to other children’s ideas and treating these with respect. Children critically evaluate existing products, their own work and that of others. 
ICT: children have the opportunity to use a wide range of materials and resources which will be used to support design and technology teaching.
Writing: the evaluation of products requires children to articulate their ideas and to compare and contrast their views with those of other people. Through discussion children learn to justify their own views and clarify their design ideas.

PSHE: giving children a sense of responsibility in following safe procedures when making things and learning about the health and safety of themselves and others. Opportunities to work collaboratively discussing their ideas and feelings about their own work and the work of others. Learning through their understanding of personal hygiene, how to prevent diseases from spreading when working with food.

Forest School: in addition to curriculum taught sessions children will also have an opportunity to engage in a range of Design and Technology experiences during Forest School sessions. This includes learning how to use a range of simple tools safely and effectively e.g. knives, saws and palm drills to create simple bush craft items. 

Cooking and Nutrition: as part of their work with food, pupils should be taught how to cook and apply the principles of nutrition and healthy eating. Learning how to cook is an important life skill that enables pupils to feed themselves and others affordably. 

4. Resources and Health and Safety
It is the responsibility of the class teacher to organise the materials or equipment needed for the DT activities and lessons they have planned to deliver.  This is overseen by the DT Leader, who will bid for additional resources where required and when requested at appropriate times in the academy year, budget depending. 
Pupils will be taught to use materials, tools and equipment safely and responsibility and to follow proper procedures for food safety and hygiene. The tools and equipment will be closely supervised by teachers and all staff.

5. ICT and DT
DT has close links with technology and when appropriate we look for ways to use this technology throughout the stages of a DT project. The internet can be used (see Computing Subject Policy) for the research stage of children making the product. 
6. Curriculum and Assessment 
We provide meaningful and purposeful opportunities to develop children’s skills and responses through discrete DT lessons that are linked to learning themes. Key knowledge, skills and vocabulary are planned and displayed on knowledge organisers. The knowledge organisers are created using the DT knowledge and skill progression document to ensure that children systematically develop knowledge and skills.    
Informal, ongoing, formative assessment is carried out by the teachers to elicit children’s skills and knowledge and plan next steps of learning and inform planning. Work is recorded in theme books and can also displayed within classrooms. Attainment and progress of the children is recorded on Cornerstones Maestro at the end of each term.
Foundation Stage:
In Early Years, practitioners will observe the children at play and record relevant observations. Staff will then use these observations to aid the ongoing planning, observation and assessment cycle which will enable them to plan the next steps of learning for the children. 

Key Stage One and Two:

Teachers will observe children during the lessons and assess their work to make judgements. Assessments will be uploaded to Cornerstones Maestro Assessment at the end of each lesson so children’s progress can be tracked and monitored accurately. This will support teachers in areas children need further support in and ensure that the DT curriculum is covered fully. 
7. Equal Opportunities
We provide activities for all pupils in which equality of opportunity is supported irrespective of gender, SEN, race, creed and disability; taking into account the individual needs of the children. We use and explore art and products from different times, places and cultures to celebrate the diversity of our world.
8. Monitoring arrangements
It is the responsibility of the DT Leader to ensure the implementation of this policy, monitor standards, offer advice and support to staff, provide a model and promote excellence in children’s achievements. This will involve teaching DT across the Academy through regular Curriculum Enrichment sessions and at other times where appropriate, for example through coaching.

This policy will be reviewed by the DT leader, biennially. At every review the policy will be shared and approved by the Board of Directors. 
9. UN Convention on the Rights of a Child 
The UN convention on the rights of the child Article 31 (leisure, play and culture) 

Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural and artistic activities
10. DT and SMSC
At Freemantle we encourage independent thinking that will enable the children to develop their ideas and intentions and express these in an appropriate manner. The children’s work is celebrated throughout the school and is displayed in many areas. Whilst creating their DT projects, the children are also exposed to a wide variety of cultures, beliefs and religions.
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