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[bookmark: _Toc494184732]1. Mission Statement
1.1 Importance of writing and language:
We believe that communication, language and literacy underpin children’s future learning and are fundamental to the overall development of the child and their access to the curriculum in all its aspects. Therefore, learners will be given opportunities to practise and apply skills, knowledge and understanding (acquired through literacy) across all other areas of the curriculum.
We recognise the importance of reading in supporting pupils’ development in writing and therefore leaders work collaboratively to ensure the individual subjects run in unison under the umbrella term of English. We also support the government’s stance that, “All pupils should be able to read fluently and write accurately and coherently. These skills set them up to succeed and flourish in secondary school and access a broad and balanced curriculum” (The Education Hub, 2022)
‘Good literacy skills provide us with the building blocks not just for academic success, but for fulfilling careers and rewarding lives’ (Education Endowment Foundation, 2017)
‘All the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a member of society; pupils, therefore, who do not learn to speak, read and write fluently and confidently are effectively disenfranchised’ (National Curriculum, 2014)
All learners will be given a range of opportunities and experiences to develop and enrich their learning through speaking and listening, reading and writing across the range of curriculum subjects but with more explicit focus in writing lessons.


1.2 Our Mission Statement:
‘Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key role in such development. Reading also enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know’ (National Curriculum, 2014)
At Freemantle, carefully chosen literature in the form of fiction books, non-fiction texts, poems, models and other examples of writing provide a context and set standards for exciting, engaging and challenging writing opportunities for all learners, enabling them to progress and achieve to the best of their ability; pupils’ reading links meticulously to their writing.
We aim for each individual learner to see themselves as a writer and view the subject positively, recognising its importance in wider life – both in their present situation and in their future aspirations. 
Our curriculum and delivery of writing lessons allows learners to draw upon their reading to inspire, support, develop and extend the quality of their writing. There are links made between/across books/reading materials, the teaching of reading, and writing. Whilst we promote the inter-linking of the subjects under the umbrella term English, we recognise that explicit skills are best taught in explicit writing and in reading lessons. 

[bookmark: _Toc494184733]2. Intent
The intent of our writing curriculum is to:
· For pupils to have a positive perception of writing, view themselves as writers and see the purpose of writing within and beyond the curriculum.
· To develop learners’ oracy skills and wider understanding of language to give them the skills and confidence to write and share writing effectively. 
· To develop and prioritise the mechanical accuracy of pupils’ speaking and writing to allow them to express themselves effectively and communicate meaningfully to the intended audience
· Develop knowledge of the components of writing and facilitate writing task design that has meaning (to the children), purpose, context, challenge and scaffolding so that by the end of their time at Freemantle, pupils are able to express themselves confidently across a range of genres and purposes.




[bookmark: _Toc494184734]3. Implementation
· The English Leaders work with teachers to carefully develop a reading spine that guarantees pupils who complete a full Freemantle curriculum have explored a rich and diverse range of texts that expand their knowledge of literature and provide them with the knowledge to succeed after they leave us. This provides the main context for writing at Freemantle.
· Allow learners to draw upon their knowledge and experiences of existing stories, to write for a range of purposes, supported by knowledge of settings, characters, plots and vocabulary.
· Models set high expectations and provide interest for learners. Books and texts, as well as genres and writing tasks are mapped out in long-term planning in each year group which progresses meaningfully over time to give pupils opportunities to consolidate and build skills within genres. 
· Writing skills are also mapped out to provide progression so that pupils revisit and activate prior knowledge to aid their development as writers.
· We prioritise the explicit teaching of vocabulary across our curriculum, including opportunities to apply vocabulary in the English curriculum, and draw on this to support pupils writing.
· To progressively teach pupils the skills of rehearsing, checking and redrafting work to allow pupils to communicate meaningfully and be understood.
· We teach the mechanics of writing explicitly to ensure grammatical competence and accuracy is embedded and does not detract from pupils’ intended meaning when writing.
· In EYFS and Key Stage 1, we promote fluent written transcription skills through extensive practice opportunities underpinned by the explicit teaching of phonics, handwriting & spelling through the Little Wandle scheme. 
· In Key Stage 2, we promote fluent and confident written transcription through practise and the explicit teaching of handwriting (using the Nelson Handwriting scheme) and spelling. For pupils who require it, further support is provided through the Little Wandle Rapid Catch-Up programme. 

Our curriculum is designed with heavy consideration of the following statement:
‘Children will need a range of wider language and literacy experiences to develop their understanding of written texts in all their forms. This should include active engagement with different media and genres of texts and a wide range of content topics’ (Education Endowment Foundation, 2017)
[bookmark: _Toc494184735]
[bookmark: _Toc494184736]4. Curriculum (Golden Threads)
Writing is mapped out on year group long-term plans with the support of English leaders. A progression of skills documents maps out key skills under golden threads (see below) from Nursery through to Year 6, supported by genre progression documents. A whole-school overview is created to ensure there is a balanced, challenging, varied and progressive curriculum – this is closely supported by the reading spine of texts. 
Pupils writing journeys are shared in an S plan format. With every sequence, an end goal is shared and often adapted after feedback from pupils. There is a focus on tone, purpose, genre and audience. 
In the early years and Year 1, pupils complete writing activities that relate to their reading and have opportunities to develop in explicit areas of writing through structured learning activities.  
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5. Assessment & Accountability

The English Leaders monitors the assessment/data and analysis data which is present in an assessment report. 
Moderation 
· The school has created its own accountability system; checkpoint documents are used to formally moderate and assess writing at the end of the Autumn, Spring and Summer.
· We engage in termly opportunities to moderate writing with colleagues from within the school as well as working with networks of local schools.
[bookmark: _Int_YiNSyBhO]Learning Walks 
· Senior Leaders and English Leaders conduct planned and unplanned learning walks. These have a clear focus and feedback is used to direct Continuing Professional Development (CPD) needs and future monitoring foci. 
Internal and External Assessments 
· Following the school’s assessment policy, each year group undertakes a range of assessments as appropriate to their age. Teachers assess pupils based on the writing created in lessons and data from these assessments is collated by English subject leads, shared with directors and is used by teachers to inform future planning and learning.

Book Looks
· Book looks are carried out by English leaders, Senior Leadership Team and whole staff to ensure curriculum coverage and progress and identify trends and action-points for future learning.
 
Moderation Meetings 
· Moderation meetings progress happen between class teachers and English leaders termly as part of the termly assessment. These review the progress of pupils and ensure strategies are in place to support pupil progress moving forwards. 

Pupil Conferencing
· English leaders take opportunities to listen to the views of pupils, with pupils sharing their experience of English. Pupil feedback is used to determine future curriculum design and refinement. 

[bookmark: _Toc494184737]6. Equal Opportunities
We provide activities for all learners in which equality of opportunity is supported irrespective of gender, SEN, race, creed and disability, considering the individual needs of the learner. We explore and provide opportunities in writing that expose learners to different historical periods, localities, authors, religions and cultures to celebrate the diversity of our world.

[bookmark: _Toc494184739]7. Monitoring Arrangements
The English leaders monitor the assessment/data provided by teachers, checking accuracy, completing reports which outline sub-group and year group trends. This analysis feeds into pupil progress meetings and data presentations in which information and strategies are shared with teachers.
The senior leadership team and the writing lead complete observations of teaching and learning as well as performing book checks. Feedback is always shared with actions to work on. 
Learners also form part of the monitoring process and conferencing with learners is used to obtain information about attitudes, engagement and their views on their writing.
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Composition

Tnitially, learners must
have the chance to
experience different

scenarios and use
language orally within
different situations. This
will progress to learners
developing an awareness
of purpose, audience and
tone in order to write
effectively to achieve
prescribed writing tasks
or to write for their own
needsldesires/motives.

Transcription &
Handwriting

Initially, leamers must
develop early writing
skills and understand

print as a form of
communication. This will
progress to learners

being able to

‘communicate their ideas
effectively in writing,
organising their ideas

with legible handwriting

clearly so that they can
be read by others.

Vocabulary

Throughout their education,
learners should be exposed
to a wealth of vocabulary
and have opportunities to

apply this vocabulary orally

(initially) and then in
writing. Learns must draw
upon their reading and
experiences in order to
enhance their writing. In
the context of our academy,
there is a language deficit
so speaking and listening,
role play and a rich
literature play an
invaluable role in
facilitating vocabulary
development.

Grammar

Initially, learners must
use language patterns
and sentences
structures accurately
in their speaking.
Learners will then
progress  to writing
effectively using
appropriate and
advancing grammar
skills in order for their
writing to be
understood. In the
context of our
academy, EAL pupils
will often need focused
grammar teaching in
order to write with
accurate structure and
tense.

Writing Progression of Skills: Golden Threads

Punctuation

nitially, learners must
understand how to

express 1 idea verbally.
This knowledge will

support learners in being

able to punctuate their

ideas accurately in order

to communicate meaning
in a written form.

Spelling

Initially, learners must
have an awareness of
sounds in their
environment and being
able to orally segment
words into sounds.
Learners should progress
to being able spell words
accurately in order to
communicate their ideas
effectively. The
application of phonics in
the first instance is
imperative to establishing
a solid foundation for
spelling before spelling
rules and alternative
representations are
explored.

Planning

Tnitially, learners must
use planned play to

enable them to develop
ideas. These early skills
will support learners as

the skills in planning
that are necessary in
order to develop.
coherent writing that is
wellstructured.

they come to understand

Learners must develop
editing skils in order to
check over and improve
their written work so
that errors and
ineffectiveness does not
detract from achieving
the desired purpose.

Performing

Pupils must be able to
share their written work
with others.
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