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1. Mission Statement
Learning a foreign language is part of the primary National Curriculum and is a requirement for all children within Key Stage 2.  All KS2 children at Freemantle will learn French on a weekly basis with their class teacher.

French is taught at Freemantle to empower pupils of all abilities to develop solid foundations in key language-learning skills.  Children will develop the ability to decode what they hear and read, and learn to express themselves in speech and writing.  With many children in our school already proficient in more than one language, the program of study will extend their knowledge of how language works and encourage them to explore the similarities and differences between the foreign language they are learning and the languages they already know.  By learning about culture in Francophone countries and comparing it with their own, children will strengthen their own sense of identity and have their horizons broadened.  
The Academy’s approach to language-teaching prioritises fundamental oracy skills, providing a bedrock of language skills and knowledge through conversation, songs and games.  
2. Aims
We aim to ensure that all pupils develop solid foundations in key-language learning skills; our goal is for all children to be competent, confident and curious about language.  We seek to develop children’s ability to understand what they hear and read and enable them to express themselves in speech and writing. We aim to extend their knowledge of how language works and explore the similarities and differences between the foreign language they are learning and English and/or other home languages.  By focusing on a range of key language learning skills, we can equip them for the next stage of their language-learning journey.

There are no National Curriculum expectations for teaching MFL in Early Years or in Key Stage 1; however, at Freemantle Academy, we recognise that children absorb language from an early age – whilst they are still developing language skills in their mother tongue – and that a fun and playful engagement with French holds many benefits for the learner.  When a child learns a second language, they indirectly absorb the mechanics of language. This makes them better at grasping the quirks of English grammar, improves their listening skills and makes them more effective communicators. 
As a school, we expose children in EYFS and KS1 to French songs, stories and games so that they begin to love the language and gain confidence in their ability to recognise and join in with repeated phrases such as greetings.  Children will answer the register in French, as well as experimenting with a range of other home languages spoken within the class, to broaden and deepen cross-cultural understanding and respect.  Children will learn to locate France and England on a map and will discover how the French (and other cultures and nationalities represented within the class) celebrate key holidays.  

In whole-school French language and culture events (such as French Market Day), children from EYFS and KS1 are invited to participate in speaking greetings in French (‘Bonjour’ and ‘Au Revoir’) and sampling French food.
Across the course of KS2, Freemantle Academy ensures that children learn to:

1. Listen attentively: by recognising familiar words and phrases; showing understanding by joining in and responding.
2. Speak in sentences: using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic sentence structures to express ideas orally; engaging in conversations; asking and answering questions and expressing opinions.
3. Read French text: recognising familiar words and phrases and showing understanding by being able to translate French text into spoken/written English.
4. Write in French: writing words and phrases from memory and adapting familiar vocabulary, phrases and sentence structures to create new sentences and express ideas clearly.
5. Build a vocabulary of high-frequency words: acquiring and building vocabulary knowledge and building an understanding of vocabulary by drawing upon cognates in English and other known languages.
6. Develop basic grammatical understanding: understanding and applying the basic grammar of French to build sentences and recognising how sentence structures differ from English and other known languages.
7. Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation: learning to speak accurately so that listeners understand the speaker when they are using familiar words or phrases and when reading aloud.
Achieving our aims

Our whole-school approach to language teaching and learning is in line with the recommendations of the National Curriculum and the requirements outlined in the Department for Education Languages Program of Study for Key Stage 2. 
The National Curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils: 

· Understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources 

· Speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation 

· Can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt 

· Discover and develop an appreciation of a range of authentic writing in the language studied.

By the end of key stage 2, pupils should be able to:

1. Listen attentively to spoken French and show understanding by joining in and responding. 

2. Explore the patterns and sounds of French through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words. 

3. Engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek clarification and help. 

4. Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures. 

5. Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases. 

6. Present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences. 

7. Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing. 

8. Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in French. 

9. Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary.

10. Write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly. 

11. Describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing. 

12. Understand basic French grammar, including feminine and masculine forms and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English.   
3. Approach to teaching and learning
At Freemantle Community Academy we integrate language learning into everyday school life, encouraging all school members to use their knowledge of different languages whenever the opportunity arises. We foster a problem-solving approach, giving children opportunities to experiment with language use in a supportive context where risk-taking and creativity are encouraged, and there is an emphasis on having fun with the language. ICT is used where appropriate to enhance teaching and learning.  

There are three main contexts in which language teaching and learning takes place.

1. Language Lessons

French is taught in a whole-class setting by the class teacher in a weekly 30-minute lesson.  Teachers plan their lessons using the Language Angels scheme of work and can supplement this with their own ideas and experience and those of their colleagues.  The lessons are designed to motivate, captivate and interest children from the start and build incrementally to embed confidence, consolidate knowledge and ensure new language is retained. The lessons have clear, achievable objectives and incorporate different learning styles. SEND children have access to the curriculum through variation of task, grouping or support from an adult.  
French lessons include:

· PowerPoints and interactive whiteboard materials

· Interactive games (which pupils can access from home to consolidate their learning)

· Songs & raps 

· Differentiated desk-based consolidation activities 

· Worksheets (at three different levels of challenge) which are provided throughout each teaching unit and can be used in class or can be sent home to be completed as a homework exercise

The current Long-Term Plan for teaching French acknowledges and responds to the specific learning needs of our children at this point in their language-acquisition journey.  As part of the Academy’s efforts to address gaps and misconceptions that arose from the period of remote learning, children in upper Key Stage 2 will be accessing an accelerated course of study incorporating Early Language modules along with more advanced modules.  This will ensure that they have a solid foundation of vocabulary, grammar and punctuation upon which to continue learning in secondary education.  This program of study will change each year to ensure the most extensive coverage for all learners.

	Current Long Term Plan for progression of skills and knowledge in MFL

	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Year 3
	Phonics 1 &

I Am Learning French
	Animals
	Musical Instruments
	Fruits
	I Can
	Salutations

	Year 4
	Phonetics 2 &

Core Vocabulary: (Numbers, Months, Colours)

French Cultural Lessons
	Vegetables
	Presenting Myself
	The Seasons
	At the Cafe
	Classroom

	Year 5
	Phonetics 1-3 &

Core Vocabulary: (Numbers, Months, Colours)

French Cultural Lessons
	Salutations
	At the Cafe
	Family
	My Home
	Clothes

	Year 6
	Phonetics 1-4 &

Core Vocabulary: (Numbers, Months, Colours)

French Cultural Lessons
	At the Cafe
	Do you have a Pet?
	What is the Date?
	Weather
	School


2. Languages embedded into other lessons
Where appropriate, teachers give children opportunities to practice their foreign language in the context of lessons in other subject areas. For instance, some instructions may be given in French in PE or children may count in French during maths. This acts to reinforce the vocabulary and structures children have learned.

3. ‘Incidental’ language

French can be utilised in the day-to-day life of the school. For example, teachers may use French to give simple classroom instructions (‘sit down’; ‘listen’; ‘look’), to ask questions (‘what’s todays date?’) or to take the register. Children are encouraged to respond using the language they have learned, and sometimes teachers and pupils develop new language skills together, teachers acting as role models in the learning process.  This integrated approach is a strong model for teaching and learning, giving children opportunities to use and develop their language for communicating in stress-free, real-life contexts.

4. Resources 
The Language Angels scheme is a fully online resource enabling all teachers in all classes to have continuous access to all the resources they need to teach.  The lessons comprise audio clips and videos enabling children to hear authentic spoken French, in addition to online games to embed learning in an engaging way.  Printable support materials for the teacher are available for each lesson, and training videos with guidance on pronunciation and grammar, as well as guidance on how to use the scheme for assessment and data storage, are also available online.
5. Curriculum and Assessment

Assessment of Pupil Learning & Progression:

Two forms of assessment are available at the end of every Language Angels unit: 
1. Peer and self-assessment ‘I can do…’ grids. A quick and easy way for all pupils in the class to record which units they have completed and the progress they are making.

2. More detailed skills-based assessments using bespoke skills assessment worksheets. This form of assessment enables us to determine the learning and progression of all pupils in the key language learning skills as well as monitoring their progress against the 12 attainment targets stipulated in the DfE Languages Programme of Study for Key Stage 2. 

6. Equal Opportunities
We provide activities for all pupils in which equality of opportunity is supported irrespective of gender, SEND, race, creed and disability, taking into account the individual needs of the children.
7. Monitoring arrangements

It is the responsibility of the MFL Leader to monitor the effectiveness of the language teaching provided throughout the school through informal discussion with staff and pupils; learning walks; planning and book scrutinies and lesson observations.  Feedback will be provided to staff following monitoring and will be used to inform CPD needs and to extend the whole-school approach to languages.  The Subject Leader and class teachers will together monitor the learning and progression made by pupils across the key stage. 
The MFL Leader will identify needs and arrange in-school training so that all staff are confident with using Language Angels resources in the classroom.  They will keep up-to-date with research into language teaching at primary level and disseminate new developments to the staff.  They will monitor and evaluate the skills progression across KS2, modifying the program as required to ensure that there is continuity between year groups and that gaps in learning occasioned by the needs of remote learning during the pandemic are filled by the time that children reach the end of the key stage.
All data is securely stored on a password-protected database that can be accessed by class teachers, the Subject Leader and SAT so all key stakeholders can evaluate delivery, performance and progress and so that children’s progress and attainment can be shared with parents and carers.
This policy will be reviewed by Rebecca Ealey, MFL Leader, biennially. At every review, the policy will be shared and approved by the Board of Directors. 

8. The UN convention on the rights of the child Article 29 (Aims of education) 

Children’s education should help them fully develop their personalities, talents and abilities.  It should teach them to understand their own rights, and to respect other people’s rights, cultures and differences.  It should help them to live peacefully and protect the environment.
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