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1. Introduction 

At Freemantle Church of England Community Academy, we want to ensure that geography is taught with 
purpose, coherence, and ambition, to help children to become informed, curious, and responsible global 
citizens.  

This policy outlines our approach to teaching geography. 

  

2. Aims and Intent 

At Freemantle, through the development of spatial thinking and first-hand exploration, children gain the tools 
to explore their environment whilst becoming aware of global issues such as climate change and 
sustainability.  

We celebrate the rich diversity of cultures, languages, and perspectives within our school community by 
empowering pupils to value both local and global environments. By exploring how people, places, and 
ecosystems are interconnected, we foster cultural awareness, critical thinking, and responsible citizenship 
from an early age.  

Through progressive, enquiry-based learning and first-hand experiences, pupils build a secure knowledge 
of places, environments, and geographical processes. 

 
Our geography curriculum aims to: 

• Develop locational knowledge and place awareness. 

• Foster an understanding of physical and human processes. 

• Encourage children to ask questions, think critically, and explore real-world issues. 

• Promote respect for different cultures and the environment. 

• Equip children with geographical vocabulary and fieldwork skills. 

• Support children to make connections between geography and their everyday lives. 
 

3. Curriculum implementation 

At Freemantle, our geography curriculum is planned in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
statutory framework and the National Curriculum (KS1 and KS2), ensuring progression in skills, knowledge 
and vocabulary. 

Geographical knowledge and skills are identified through: 

Substantive Knowledge (this is the content of geography — the facts and information about the world); 
Disciplinary Knowledge (this is about how geographers think and work, which includes interpreting data, 
using maps and questioning).  
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Across EYFS, staff plan, teach and assess ‘in the moment’ using their observations and questions to ignite 
curiosity, whilst also planning meaningful opportunities to develop children’s early geographical knowledge 
and skills. Children are encouraged to make sense of their own life-story, making connections between their 
immediate environment and where they are in the world. Practitioners encourage children to notice and 
explore seasonal changes through rich learning experiences, both indoors and outdoors. Through these 
experiences, geography becomes meaningful, playful and memorable.  

This continues into KS1, where children make further connections and build on their prior learning. 
Throughout KS1, pupils investigate the local area in depth before comparisons are made with a contrasting 
area abroad. They carry out geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom, building on those rich 
playful first-hand experiences from EYFS. 

As children progress into KS2, geography becomes inquisitive, exploratory and dynamic. Children will 
continue to have regular hands-on opportunities to investigate and explore their wider local environment, as 
well as deepen their understanding of global issues and diverse places. Through a growing focus on enquiry, 
pupils are encouraged to ask thoughtful questions, make connections, and consider how geography 
influences the lives of people around the world 

 

4. Teaching and learning 

At Freemantle we have developed long term planning to cater to children from nursery through to Year 6.  
Teachers use the long-term planning to carefully plan geography units which build on prior earning whilst also 
extending children’s knowledge and understanding.  
 
Geography lessons typically include some of the following: 

• Whole-class teaching and modelling of geographical concepts and vocabulary 

• Group and paired discussions to share ideas and reflect on global issues 

• Use of maps, globes, atlases, digital mapping tools, and aerial photographs (including DigiMaps) 

• Practical fieldwork in the local environment and wider community 

• Observation and recording of geographical features and processes 

• First-hand exploration of natural and human environments 

• Investigating geographical data and using charts or graphs to draw conclusions 

• Case studies of contrasting localities around the world 

• Use of high-quality literature, stories, news, and multimedia to explore current geographical issues 

• Visits from experts and external speakers to deepen learning 

• Role play, storytelling and debate 
 

High quality adaptive teaching ensures geography is accessible and engaging for all pupils including those 
with SEND and EAL. 
 

5. Curriculum overview 

The curriculum is enriched with practical experiences and cross-curricular links, fostering curiosity, critical 

thinking, and responsible citizenship. As children progress through the curriculum they will know more, 

remember more and understand more.  

Children will build their geography knowledge through 5 key strands (golden threads): 

• Location and Place - Where things are and what they are like 

• Diversity – Celebrating differences 

• Sustainability and Change – Looking after our planet 

• Natural Patterns and Processes - How nature is arranged and how it changes 

• Enquiry – Asking and exploring big questions 

5.1 Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

In EYFS geography begins with a sense of wonder about the world around us. Children explore their 
immediate environment—starting with their classroom, school, and local area. Our curriculum follows the 
natural rhythm of the year and is guided by the children’s interests, questions and growing knowledge. 

Through ‘Understanding the World’ pupils compare environments, recognise key features of familiar places, 
and notice similarities and differences. 

Our provision supports children to build a strong sense of place and belonging, while encouraging care and 
respect for their surroundings. Carefully planned enhancements during Discovery Time and COOL Time 
(Choosing Our Own Learning) as well as carefully chosen picture books help to embed geographical concepts 
and vocabulary, forming strong foundations for future learning in KS1. 
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5.2 Key Stage 1 

In KS1 pupils build on their early experiences by developing a broader understanding of the world beyond 
their immediate environment. 

The teaching of substantive geographical knowledge—such as the names and locations of continents, 
oceans, countries and capital cities, as well as basic human and physical features—is a key focus and is 
taught explicitly and systematically. This knowledge is delivered in an active, practical and engaging way, 
ensuring that pupils can make meaningful connections between places, people and environments. 

Fieldwork and first-hand observation are central to our approach, enabling pupils to investigate their local area 
and apply basic geographical skills such as following maps. This lays a strong foundation for future learning 
by helping children make connections between places, people, and environments in meaningful and 
memorable ways. 

5.3 Key Stage 2 

In Key Stage 2, pupils build on the foundations laid in KS1 by exploring the world in greater depth and at a 
broader scale. Enquiry-led learning and purposeful fieldwork continue to play a central role, allowing pupils to 
investigate geographical questions, analyse patterns, and present findings using increasingly sophisticated 
vocabulary and techniques. 

5.4 Curriculum overview 

 Autumn term Spring term Summer term 

Nursery Exploring Our Nursery and School Seasonal changes The Great Outdoors 

Reception My World and Me Seasonal changes Our wonderful world 

Year 1 The UK Seasonal changes School and Southampton 

Year 2 City life Coasts, Seas and river Paddington goes to Peru 

Year 3 Hampshire and surrounding counties 
Comparison (Provence-Alpes-Côte 

d'Azur) 
Coasts 

Year 4 Mountains and Volcanos Rivers and the Water cycle The Amazon Basin 

Year 5 Climate change Movement of people and goods. Natural disasters 

Year 6 Race across the forest Biomes 
Our Changing World – Around the 

world in 80 days 

 

6. Assessment and recording 

6.1 Assessment 

At Freemantle Academy, assessment is a vital and continuous element of effective geography teaching and 
learning. We use ipsative assessment to inform planning, tailor support, and scaffold learning appropriately. 

Assessment begins at the start of each unit, where we elicit pupils’ existing knowledge and skills to guide 
planning. Throughout the unit of work, formative assessment informs planning and teaching. At the end of 
each unit, teachers revisit key learning to identify progress made, address misconceptions, and inform next 
steps. This process ensures that teaching remains responsive and targeted. 

See the academy assessment policy for further information. 

6.2 Recording 

EYFS and KS1: Much of the learning that takes place in these key stages is practical and therefore not always 
formally recorded.  

KS2: As well as practical learning, some geography is formally recorded in books that follow them through 
KS2. 

 

7. Roles and responsibilities 

7.1 Headteacher 

The headteacher will: 

• Support the subject leader but also hold them to account for the effectiveness of the subject 

• Support staff through the provision of training and resources 

• Ensure this policy is reviewed according to the timescales set out  
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7.2 Subject leader 

The Geography Subject Leader is responsible for: 

• Supporting staff with planning and resources. 

• Monitoring planning, teaching, and outcomes. 

• Leading CPD where necessary. 

• Auditing resources and identifying priorities for development. 

• Reporting to SAT and directors on standards and progress. 

7.3 Classroom teachers 

Classroom teachers will: 

• Teach and assess geography according to the principles laid out in this policy. 

• Work effectively with the geography subject leader. 

• Maintain subject knowledge and appropriate CPD. 
 

8. Inclusion and equal opportunities 

• All children have the right to access high-quality geography education. 

• Activities are adapted where necessary to meet the needs of all learners. 

• Geography is used to celebrate diversity and promote a global perspective. 
 

9. Links to other policies 

This subject policy links to the following policies and procedures: 

• Curriculum policy 

• Assessment policy 

• Feedback and Marking policy 

• SEND policy 
 

10. Monitoring and review 

This policy will be reviewed every two years or earlier if necessary. 

This policy will be ratified by the board of directors after each review. 

 

11. UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 28: Every child has the right to an education. Primary education must be free and different forms of 
secondary education must be available to every child. Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity and 
their rights. Richer countries must help poorer countries achieve this. 

Article 29: Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. It must encourage 
the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their parents, their own and other cultures, and the 
environment. 
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Appendix 1: Vision and Golden Strands 
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Appendix 2: Reading Spine 

N 
Somebody swallowed Stanley - Sarah Roberts 
My big book of outdoors - Tim Hopgood 
Blown away – Rob Biddulph 

Lower school supplementary books 

• 10 things I can do to save the world – 
Melanie Walsh 

• My green day - Melanie Walsh 

• The Extraordinary Gardener by Sam 
Boughton 

• The Secret Sky Garden by Linda Sarah & 
Fiona Lumbers 

• The Journey Home by Frann Preston-
Gannon 

• Clean Up! by Nathan Bryon and Dapo 
Adeola 

• Somebody Woke Wilson - Sarah Roberts 

• Greta and the Giants by Zoe Tucker and 
Zoe Persico 

• A First Book of the Sea illustrated by Emily 
Sutton 

• Ben Plants a Butterfly Garden - Kate Petty 

• Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain - Verna 
Aardema 

• One Plastic Bag - Miranda Paul 

• Rhythm of the rain - Grahame Baker-Smith 

•  

R 
Martha Maps it Out - Leigh Hodgkinson 
Tidy – Emily Gravett 
The snail and the whale – Julia Donaldson 
A stroll through the seasons - Kay Barnham 

1 
Katie in London 
Martha makes Maps - Leigh Hodgkinson 
The Search for the Giant Arctic Jellyfish 
Someone Crunched Colin – Sarah Roberts 

2 
The search for Carmella - Chloe Savage 
Polar Bear Son, An Inuit Tale - Lydia Dabcovich 
Someone Swallowed Stanley – Sarah Roberts 
The Midnight Panther - Poonam Mistry 
Meerkat Mail - Emily Gravett 

3 
Real-life mysteries - Susan Martineau 
All about Indonesia - Linda Hibbs 

Upper school supplementary books 

• One world 24 hours on planet earth – 
Nicola davies 

• A planet full of Plastic – Neal Layton 

• Where the Forest Meets the Sea by 
Jeannie Baker 

• Window - Jeannie Baker 

• I Am the Seed That Grew the Tree 
selected by Fiona Waters, illustrated by 
Frann Preston-Gannon 

• The Last Wild by Piers Torday 

• The last bear book - Hannah Gold 

• The Lost Whale – Hannah Gold  

• Wild City by Ben Hoare, illustrated by Lucy 
Rose 

• Climate Crisis for Beginners by Andy 
Prentice and Eddie 

4 
Lore of the land - Claire Cock-Starkey 
The explorer - Katherine Rundell 
Into the volcano – Cath Ard 
Who are refugees and migrant? – Michael Rosen 

5 
Great women who saved the planet – Kate Pankhurst 
Frozen Planet 2 – Leisa Stewart-Sharpe 
Climate Action – Georgina Stephens 
Brightstorm – Vashti Hardy 
Rescue – David Long 

6  
Shackleton's journey – William Grill 
Holes - Louis Sachar 
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Appendix 3: Cross-curricular links 

Geography shares links with the following subjects:  

• English: Developing reading and comprehension through geographical texts (reading spine including texts 
from a range of cultures/locations and books related to climate change/geographical/global citizen 
references), writing non-chronological reports, explanation texts, and recounts of fieldwork experiences. 

• Maths: Using coordinates, scales, direction, and data handling in map work, graphs, charts, and measuring 
distances. 

• Science: Exploring weather, climate, seasonal changes, habitats, and natural processes such as erosion 
and the water cycle. 

• History: Investigating the geography of historical events and settlements, such as how rivers influenced 
early civilizations or how physical geography shaped historical trade routes. 

• Art & Design: Observational drawing and model-making of landscapes, using colour and texture to 
represent physical features and designing maps or symbols. 

• PSHE & Citizenship: Understanding global citizenship, sustainability, environmental responsibility, and the 
impact of human actions on the planet. 

• Computing: Using digital maps, GIS, researching geographical information, and presenting findings using 
digital tools. 

• RE: Exploring different cultures, sacred places, and how geography shapes religious practices and 
traditions around the world. 

• Music: Listening to music from different cultures studied in geography and understanding how environment 
influences cultural expression.  
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Appendix 4: Long term plan 
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https://weatherspark.com/
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• Use geographical vocabulary to describe 
and compare physical features (fold vs. 
volcanic).  

• Use research skills to investigate and 
classify mountains based on their 
formation (fold or volcanic). 

• 

• 

• 
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• Evaluate how different environments 
are used and experienced by people 
(e.g. tourists, residents). 
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