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[bookmark: _Toc494184732][bookmark: _Toc127809286]1. Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc494184733]As a Church of England school, RE plays a major role in promoting the Christian aims, values and ethos of our academy. At Freemantle Academy, ‘Everyone is Welcome’ and this underpins everything we do as the Bible teaches us in Mark 12:31 to ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ In the parable of the Good Samaritan, we are taught to care for and respect all people regardless of culture, faith, class or belief. We are taught to consider, reflect upon and be responsible for our actions. These lessons are woven through what the children learn in RE and through the British Values.
At Freemantle, we value Creativity, Fellowship and Courage. 
· Through RE, the children are encouraged to celebrate how special they are as well as those around them. 
· They are instilled with a sense of belonging, both in school and in their own communities, and how they can live, work and build relationships with others.
· We encourage children to express their views respectfully, listening to others and forming their own opinions, ready to live in a diverse world harmoniously. 

[bookmark: _Toc127809287]2. Our Aims
· Know about and understand a range of religions and worldviews.
· To express ideas and insights about nature, significance and impact of religions and worldviews.
· To help children explore the moral and spiritual aspects of human life.
· To develop empathy and an understanding of others.
· To understand the world they live in and how they contribute to it.
· To develop positive attitudes towards others, respecting their beliefs, experiences and opinions.

Approach
Teaching is taken from the whole school scheme of work based on the requirements of the agreed syllabus Living Difference IV.  We also use Understanding Christianity, which according to the Church of England’s Statement of Entitlement is a ‘high-quality resource.’

1. We begin teaching Religious Education in Early Years using a holistic approach in Discovery Time, through stories and circle time. The children in Early Years also have access to a high-quality resource, a series of books, ‘Belonging and Believing’ which focus on the lived experience of real children’s lives from 8 different religions or worldviews.

2.  As children move on to KS1, they build on their earlier work using the agreed syllabus. As a Church school, the majority religion studied is Christianity (at least 50%). The children also learn about Judaism in depth while also receiving an overview study of Sikhism.

3. Within KS2 teaching and learning, the children continue with Christianity as the majority religion but their learning extends to Hinduism in Year 3 and 4 and then to Islam in Year 5 and 6. In Year 6, children also study the worldview of Humanism, developing an understanding of religious and non- religious approaches to life and that everyone has a point of view.

Based on Living Difference IV, there are 4 Golden Threads or concept words that the children explore throughout their time at Freemantle. These teach children about the community that they are a part of; how they belong; that they are special and loved. These are woven, like a spiral, over and over across the school into a tapestry of knowledge. As a result, the children are better able to speak, think and act in the world and discern what is of value for themselves. The children engage in a ‘Cycle of Enquiry’ where they develop an understanding and appreciation for the beliefs, practices and influence religions and worldviews have in the world around them.

During all Key Stages the teaching is delivered and explored using a range of strategies with a key focus on Communication and Language, these include:
· Stories
· Discussion and debates (especially in Key Stage 2)
· Drama, roleplay, hot seating and freeze frames
· The study of religious objects, art and visits to religious sites.
· Visitors from members of religious traditions
· Music, song and dance
· Artistic creations/expressions

[bookmark: _Toc127809288]3. Lessons and Delivery 
Following the Living Difference IV guidelines, it is expected that KS1 should allocate 36 hours per year (54 minutes per week) to RE; in KS2 it is expected that they should allocate 45 hours per year (1 hour 8 minutes per week) to RE. We encourage and ensure that cross- curricular links are made to meet this expectation. Pupils in Key Stage 1 learn about and explore Christianity and Judaism in depth and receive an overview study of Sikhism. During their time in KS2, pupils explore Christianity and two other religions in depth, this is Hinduism and Islam. In Year 6, they also study Humanism to gain a respect not just for religions but worldviews (as per the Church of England’s Statement of Entitlement). Pupils also have a one-day teaching and learning experience from Southampton City Mission called ‘A Question of Faith.’ During these days, Christians share stories from the Bible, along with their beliefs and practises based on the Concept being explored as per the Long-Term Plan. Through their understanding of world views and religions, pupils develop an understanding of the multicultural British society in which we live. As a result, pupils will learn about rights and responsibilities, spiritual, moral and environmental. 
Elements of the RE syllabus may also be further explored through Collective Worship within the academy.
Links with Christ Church, Freemantle are fostered where appropriate and visits are made throughout the year at key dates in the Christian Calendar (e.g. Easter, Christmas, Harvest etc.)

[bookmark: _Toc127809289]4. Equal Opportunities 
In line with our Equal Opportunities Policy, we plan and provide activities that are accessible to all pupils irrespective of gender, SEN, race, creed and disability. Equal opportunities are carefully considered and support is provided wherever needed to assist pupils in their understanding. Many activities in RE are not expected to be written and should be explored in a way that develops children’s communication and language.

[bookmark: _Toc127809290][bookmark: _Toc58942036]5. Monitoring and Accountability 
RE will be monitored by the coordinator on a termly cycle; this will be mainly based on pupil conferencing and, as appropriate, book looks. Staff will use Quick Fire Quizzes in every lesson to help recap learning but also as a form of assessment to ensure the children can recall and explain prior learning. Additionally, staff will use the RE Progression of Skills document using the statements provided by the RE coordinator to assist in assessment. 

[bookmark: _Toc127809291]6. UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
Article 12: Every child has the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all matters affecting them, and to have their views considered and taken seriously. 
Article 13: Every child must be free to express their thoughts and opinions and to access all kinds of information, as long as it is within the law.
Article 14: Every child has the right to think and believe what they choose and also to practise their religion, as long as they are not stopping other people from enjoying their rights. 
Article 28:  Every child has the right to an education. 
Article 29:  Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. It must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their parents, their own and other cultures, and the environment.
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